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I .**'To tetnain sUent wouJtl further V'j ?o irrivs f.hc public n f r~7 »•> of 

I tn^)r advocates ia " bad cri",j:o, '.vlu), iv.-.iwc of the imj'orf.'sric'; •■> -"u im- 

I ♦* prcssioQ once gi»cn, scrapie not to insert that ^yhich tnv/'u.uv^ cc» v.^ v-ro,.^,- 

I "-and CKpect to see disproved ; calculadng, ncvcnhckrn, 0:1 i;.; certain ciuxt 

i mdi the many, to Witcsi the rortcction cf tlse uiis-Jit-it-i-nTrn- n::r/ never find 

; " its way " ' ii:::?or,u:tK of Ar^^-;^^L::^i^•L'' /^ 



The rivalry which has been mamfested to show the corrcctricss 
'of the above quotation forbids its author's abandoning to ilm de- 
ceptions it points at, those whom the nrtificcit reprcbates h 
meant to mislead. Calculating, as is abo've intimated, on tlieiL' 
-snis»statement3 having made the intended imprcssiort upon rnnie 
who may never meet v.'ith the exposure of their jalLieic ;. \hci 
writers of them probably v/onld not have been r.Ieterrcd IVc: :iie 
exercise of their cunning, even if they had foreseen the disgrace 
that awaits thera. To have succeeded with a fev/ is compensa- 
tion enough for them, so desperate is the predicament in which 
they stand; but silence, under such circumstances, would ill 
become one "who has observed, that at such a time to remain 
" silent would, be to abandon the public a prey to the unaiioW" 
able practices of such misleading pilots/' 
There vxe hearers on public occasions who never venture to 
fom an opinion of what they hear, until they are assisted by 
the unhesitating declaration of others, who may be as little ca- 
pable of judging as themselves. Readers also of the sarae de- 
scription are frequently met with ; and it is not unusual for those 
■who alFeet to be never without an opinion, but %vho in reality only 
circulate as their own the sentiments of some friendly reporter, 
who himself may have picked it up at a third or fourth hand, a 
most confident assurance that the " Exposure of Arguments" 
has been unmercifully bemauled by " The Censor," on one 
hand, and by A Coj.onist," on the other ; besides bespatter- 
ingg, of no ordinary severity, from themselves in disguise, and 
from inferior satellites of those literary meteors. The following 
JpageB will show what sort of mice these mountains in labour 
have brought forth, 
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The evidence of a reluctant witness is of tenfohi weight, 
when it tands to prove the fact« in dispute, even against bis evi- 
dent anxiety to counteract fiuc!i an impression ; and it is thus 
that the Censor manifests the approbation due to the " Exposure 
of Arguments/' &c. Opposing to that pamphlet an article in 
the preceding niiniber of his own work, he bears witness to 
there being, " in the compass of a page, more said to the pur- 
" pose, than in the thirty-eight pages of the * Exposure.*" The 
importance thus attached to the page in question will be a suffi- 
cient apology for extracting it, and placing against its several 
parts the numbers cf such pages of the " Exposure" as raain« 
tain and illustrate the very same points, with the greatest pus- 
sible earnestness. 

Which 'see asserted arid illustrated 
in the " Exposure," pages 5, 6, 12, 
13, 14, 18, 19. 21. 26, 27. 



To which are added, expressions of As enforced throughout , the " Es- 

hope, and prayers for negro emanci- posure," frem beginning to end. 
patton. 

" I trust the people will continue The great object which the ** Ex- 

to load the table of the British Pur- posure" has in view, 
liamcnt with t>etitions," o 

" The planters are rushing to their See " Exposure," pages 18, 19. 22, 
own destruction." 23, 24, 25, 26. 28. 80. 

«« If they wish inderaniScation, let See « Exposure," pages 17. 35. 
them have it." 

« The vast majority of thern are Sec " Exposure," page 35. where 

against a change of the present state of the same fact is asserted, accounted 

things, on any conditions." for, and duly execrated. 

■ «« The great West India proprietors See " Exposure," pages 24. S7. 32. 
are gentlemen," &c. 34, 35. 

« It is the petty proprietors, the re- See " Exposure," pages 10. 12, 13. 
sidentcrs in the West Indies, who have 19, 20. 22. 24. 27, 28. 32. 3-!, 35. 
in general risen from low and insigni- 
ficant situations, who have been long 
accustomed to lord at ove? their fel- 
low creatures ; — men, whose minus, 
from long habits of command, are 
deeply imbued with false pride and 
arrogance : it is those who howl and 
bellow in their nutshells of assemblies, 
send their fulminations against Bri^ 
tain, and oppose emancipation, be- 



This justly distinguished page tells 
us, No. XVI. p. 140. that " more 
than one half the slaves are the victims 
of treachery, cruelty, and degrading 
oppression." 
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<raim it v.ouSii at -".ncAi sweep away 
their iong- r-osiseswiii pwwcr a.'. fondly- 



On the idea of tlio Coionie& aep'a- 
yaUngft'om England, it in saiJ, " What pa;,-> , 'A'/.. 25, 26 
vfill Britain lose by that? She will be 
a gainer." 



'ikobonitetl by the " Kxpo;;uie/' 



" Let Britain withdraw h^r gover- 
nors, their suites, and h«r soldiers, and 2G. 
emancipation ivili soon follow, though 
not in the manner that all humane 
men would wish." 



Sec " Exposure," pages 22, 23, 24, 



" Let Britain withdraw her sol- 
diers, and in a few years St. Domingo 
will not be the only republic of blacks 
in the West Indi« Islands," 



See " Exposure." page 25. 



** I am certain that no one who 
has lived twelve months in the West 
Indies will oppose emancipation, but 
we should never take the opinion of 
those who have lived there for three 
years, or longer; for by that time 
they have acquired the manners of the 

plaCc— "wivjr iinw uecia <iw-u3wtiici> «.w 

consider their slaves as beings of an 
inferior order— they have been filled 
"with that self-coasequcnce so easy to 
be dbserved in all persons who retur ji 
fr-om warm climates, where poor ne- 
groes perform the most menial offices, 
and are treated like the lieasts of the 
field; and in none so much as in 
West India planters." 

" But, notwithstanding the op-",OBi~ 
tion of such persons, this great and, 
for which some of our wisest and ablest 
legislators have been long labouring, 
must succeed. The British parlia- 
ment will not, for many mere sessions, 
allow itself to., be insulted, or allow 
the mistaken interests of a few proud, 
prejudiced, and headstrong men, to 
prevent their wiping out the greatest 
stain on the nation." 



The now settled question of " cal- 
lous and case~iiardent'd," as> argued 
page 4, bottom of page 0, pages 10, 
11, 12, 13, bottom of page 20, and 
page 31. 



See " Exposure," page 34. 



Thus it will be seen, in more than fifty instances, that the 
" Exposure of Arguments" is in the most perfect unison with 
those impressions, on the subject of Anti-Slavery, which the 
Censor himself pronounces to be entitled to universal adoption. 
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'I'he more flighty and less connected fiffiiairtHS of his brfiin flo 
indeed indicate considerable tergiversation, but would it be too 
much to hope tliat, habitually, lie may be a friend to truth, and 
that the sinister motive (of whatever description) which on thif^ 
occasion would have led him into error, was so counteracted hy 
a better impulse, as to make the misguided scale kick the beaw* 

To the foregoing obligations the Censor has added cne more, 
in the opportunity he affords for correcting an iniobserved inac- 
curacy in the ^* Exposure of Arguments a reference having 
inadvertently been suffered to remain in page 24, to a preced- 
ing quotation, after that quotation was cancelled. But these are 
kindnesses of very inferior degree indeed, when compared with 
the unequivocal sanction bestowed upon the pamphlet by the 
further testimony he gives to its claim upon the attention and 
approbation of the public. This he evinces, by first showing 
bitter determination to make it the subject of all possible con?* 
demnation, and then leaving as unassailable every point of the 
least importance that it contends for, not only unccntroverted, 
but their refutation uoattempted. They consist, 

1 St. Of a charge of unprovoked and unjustifiable attacks, by 
two writers, whose communications appeared in the 4h(^rdeeu 
Journal of the 1 3th and 20th July ; which, on the part of the 
writer so attacked, made vindication necessary. 

2d. The denied authenticity and correctness of the account 
of " the Shooting Excursion," inserted in that paper 29th June. 

3d. The existence, operation, cause, and effects of the al- 
leged " epidemical delusion and the deduction, that to it is 
mainly to be ascribed the callous and case-hardened conduct of 
those who are unconsciously under its iniij)ience» 

4th. The unfounded nature of the calumny which would at- 
tach to the negro character an incapability of unforced 
labour, and unfitness for the blessings of freedom. 

5th. The murderous effects of the cruel treatment of the 
slaves, as evidenced by such a decrease in the black popidation of 
our West India Islands, as is unparalleled in any other part of 
the world. 

6th. The utter uselessness of the Colonies to Great Britain, 
and the beneficial results the empire would derive from being 
totally separated from them. 

7th. The awful catastrophe to be dreaded by the planters, if 
they still persist in the maintenance of the system, which these 
efforts are humanely calculated to rescue them from. 

Sth. The murderous and blasphemous quality of the plea 
slave owners urge in their defence, and the ground on which 
they insist on the legality of the murders they commit, and their 
right to persevere in them unmolested. 

With the exception of one or two very brief and unsupport- 
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Bug^estions,, at variianc*? with establishet! md undisputed 
truths, the entire fabric of the Exposure/* &c. consisting 
mainly of the several subjects here enumerated, remains not 
only unshaken, but unattackcd. 

Some readers, not so easily satisfied as others, may perhaps 
require to be told, if the general beajring of the Censor's criticism 
is so favourable, and yet that he assumes the attitude of hosti- 
lity, to what parts are his attacks directed ? The aniswer is, that 
the main objects of his acrimony are, 1st. The alleged delumm, 
by which the planters;, &c. are disqualified to Judge rightly on 
any thing relating to the question of emancipation ; and, 2dly^ 
The Dmnilit/ Shooting Excursion. The copious exhibition of 
facts and arguments which incontestably demonstrate the first, 
he passes over, without attempting in any way to invalidate its 
truths, to enfeeble its assumptions^, or to controvert its conclu- 
sions ; and his great quarrel with the second is, not on account 
of any mis-statement it contains, not on account of any misap» 
plication of its facts to the points they are made to bear upon ; 
biit because it is kept so constantly in view»^because « the 
''^ changes are rung on it, in every direction "—because " is 
the author's food, drink, and «/e£'p "-^because it is sUustrar 
** tion and proof, fjrst and last "-—because the author « can 
never get rid of it" — because " it haunts him like an evil ge- 
mus, and he wishes to terrify the public with its ghost" 
It is not unusual to meet with heavy censures on writers, for 
losing sight of what they profess to deem their chief object i but 
the vitiated appetite of a critic must be sadly at a loss for food, 
when his severities have no better foundation than a writer's no- ^ 
deviating devotion to the keeping his principal theme in constant 
view. 

He insinuates that the writer of the letters in the Aberdeen 
Journal, signed A. S. was the insulter, and not the party pro^- 
voked ; but the falsehood of that insinuation is recorded in that 
uncalled for and scurrilous attack which the Censor's partizsn 
signed his name to, and which appeared in the Aberdeen Journal 
20th last July. 

With the same effrontery, and the same disregard of truth, 
he charges A. S. with advocating principles which justify mur- 
der and rebellion, whilst the entire and the obvious tenoency of 
his arguments on that head are to warn against suc!i conse- 
quences those whose nnchecked career endangers their becoming 
the victims of such a result. He gives a blasphemous quotation, 
line 6. page 159» and adds to it an interrogatory v/hich reminds 
one of the exclamations of a convicted criminal, who questions 
the authority by which he is condemned ; and it partakes of the 
same spirit which, not long since, impelled a convict, at the 
conclusion of big sentence, to throw an iijk-stand at the head of 
the judge. 
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The attempt to insinuate a meditated piracy of a pasfsage, 
whei'e, though the author is not named, the passage i< marked as 
« quotaimn, h not unworthy of one whose obvious prejudices 
against the object which he affects to befriend, disable him from 
seeing", in those quotations, any thing beyond what he deems 
only endurable though other observers, both supporters and 
opponents of the cause they plead, are prompt in the adminitiow 
of the talent they evince, and the honest warmth with which thafe 
talent is exerted. 

The interesting and impressive summary, or circular, put, 
forth by the Aberdeen Anti- Slavery Society, on its formation 
last March, is one of many respected authorities wJiich' parti- 
cularly recommend the diffusion of information on the afflicting 
subject, and advise distinct expressions of public opinion, there- 
by to strengthen the hands and second the movements of Go- 
vernment, for promoting the benevolent object in view. It is 
to an impulse thus created that the writer's efforts are to be as- 
cribed, and not to any over-rating of talents and acquirements, 
confessedly inadequate to the occasion, and unworthy of the 
cause. Conscious of his inability to maintain a literary warfare, 
his aim and thie utmost extent of his intention was, in a subor- 
dinate capacity, to aid the more effectual exertions of others. It 
is brute force which impels him beyond tbat humble station. 
Whilst doing his best, with very humble pretensions, in such a 
way as this, he sees nothing to envy in the consequential strut of 
the higher gifted, who come forvpard at the eleventh hour, con- 
fessing, " we have been too backward in joining the many pe- 
titions which have been presented to the legislature for the 
abolition of that detestable bondage in which so many of our 
brethren of mankind are held." ^- We trust that the period of 
our stipineness is ended," &:c. With the generality of people, 
the ordinary pursuits of life admit not of their turning aside to 
co-operate in such a way for aiding a great public cause, how- 
ever anxious for its success ; but that is not the case with all ; 
and to such as can conveniently contribute some portion of time, 
and are willing to exert such talents as they happen to possess, 
a distinct signal was given, that the time was come for them to 
bestir themselves ; and it is not by such critics as the Censor 
that the writer of these pages can be deprived of his reward. 

If we are to measure the sincerity of his confession by the 
sta ndard of his consistency, it will not be very highly rated ; 
sir.ee the main, indeed the only object in view, was to promotis 
the cause of humanity, by exciting in the public an extensive 
and simultaneous movement in the way of preparing a petitiorj 
to Parliament. And how does this professing repentant prove 
the honesty of the part he takes in that task ? Why, by exerting 
all his faculties to cripple and crush the endeavours of the less 
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tardy ; the trCiUchery of which coiuluet he iiavohmtarily proves 
upon himself, by a thoaghtkas ref^srenco to the contents o^that 
page in Im pre€«KVmg number, which a better influence caused 
him to insert, and impelled hipm on the present occasion to call 
into, court, to bccoiine the main evidence to his own com« 
victioii. , ; 

To, think of diveirting from its fell purpose the mighty mind 
which this drawcanser of a critic displays in the maledictory da* 
nimciatipn wh^d^ closes }m farcical farragOj would no doubt be as 
hopeless as, in their day, to have attempted the abrogation of a 
law of th^ Medea and Persians; bt:t> before the astounding and 
annihilating plun^jife takes place, the hapless victim assures him* 
self that some portion of the Censor's coining pages will be de,. 
voted to a disprqval of the facts, and a refutation of the argu- 
ments herein enunaeratedj, ancjL which, seem, from his merely his- 
sing and turning away, to be to him as the file was to the viper, 

Qn turning asid^ from the Censor to the Colonist, we recog« 
nize a, former correspondent; under another name imieed; and 
better suited t(? .1,he occasion than was the justly respected signa* 
tiire to his former favour ; but that does not enable us to account 
for the unreasonableness of his expecting any attention to his iiew 
matter;, until h? shall first of all have duly noticed the several 
observations which grew out of, and wqre rendered necessary by 
his first epistle. If, like the Censor, Me found them tio be unan- 
swerable, and for that reason, preferred putting forivard a puzzle 
in the sl^ape of an advertisement, which no one could make head 
or tail of ; and, if like the ostrich, he seeks to shun danger by 
shutting his eyes to it, and courting the security of a dark corner, 
there is no more to be said, except it be, that until he shall have 
properly answered, or manfully admits to be. unanswerable, that 
which has lain before him so many weeks, any subsequent pro- 
ductions of the same pen, whether more or less irrelevant, decep- 
tions and scurrilous, have no claim to notice, however it may suit 
the purpose of a reader, to bring forward a particular passage 
or two, in order still farther to expose misrepresentation, or to 
check any such expectation on the part of an individual, as may 
point at self gratification, which can only be obtained at the ex- 
pense of those it is every man's duty to protect from such annoy- 
ances. Of the first description, is that wherein is pronounced as 

shocking to humanity— inconsistent with the character of a 
« Christian, and disgraceful even to that of a man,** an application 
of the most benevolent exertion, grounded on a vital principle of 
Christianity, to the rescuing slaves from bondage, and preserving 
their owners from massacre. « Wishing, (as has been well ex- 
« pressed), no one to be unjustly deprived of his property, far 
« less to be injured in his person ; abhorring insurrections, ma3« 
« sacres, and retaliation, and therefore warning slave-owners, that 
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" it rests with tliemsclveij %o av<?vt those CAlamStles." The aiher 
passage not to be paf sed over, cmaiiiates from a kindred »pMt i<t 
that which (cither as a detttoni 6r a deity kiferriifti) ftcliuitetl the 
*' Censor," as depicted pege 7. The itttimidatmg jf>Hnciple, do» 
©raftily resorted to by A Coloiiist/- to keep front tlie ap^oirttt^d 
meeting its most interesting associates, is a ruse which Will As** 
araredly fmS of its intended effect^ because, if Aeddis ttdt ktiow, 
ihet/ do, th«.t the tone of feeling, on Such dt^casioiii Ac>*e, ii too 
refined, urtd too decided, not to csruijh hi an instiint^ 86 wflmanly 
an impertinence. 

A snan'B calling about him, as a Colonist does, fbr itidore facts 
and arguments f whilst he has before him, yet undisposed ot^ aUch 
a catalogue as h herein enumerated, (see pagci 4); looksi ''&h if 
he really had not a right comprehension of the mean3i% of those 
words. To assist him in overcoming that difficulty, it may not 
lie amiss to point out some instances of both. It is ec|Uallv iti 
Jacts to say, that William Tell Was a friend to freedom; and that 
A Colonist" is a friend to slavery s that to the foj*m«!r, ndthing 
was so dear as a system liberty, and that to the latter, a system 
of intermitiabk bondagBj is not less so. It is e. well confirmed fad 
to assertj that at the Dromilly shooting excursiorij human beings 
were butchered in Culd blood, without their murderers Bdng made 
answerable to any = humaii law for such an act, and wit^iout incur* 
ring any disapprobation on the part of their fellow-colonists, for 
sucli homicides 5 and it is afact equally clear, that " A Colonist*' 
is a decided and a professed friend to the system which tolerates 
such atrocities, arid a decided enemy to the means proposed for 
a termination of them, although amply guaranteed against all 
injury. Another\/«c?^, unsuspected till the appearance 6f "A 
Colonist" in the Aberdeen Jotiriml o£ the 14th ultimo, is, that he 
contemplates the liberty of the press, with the same enmity he does 
that of the person, unconscious one would imagine, that the sub- 
ject which he is offended to find discussed in a periodical print, is of 
all others, that particular subject, the discussion of which, through 
the aid of the press, and particularly the periodical press, has pro- 
cured for these countries, their best blessings,— blessings, enjoyed 
by no other country upon earth, because other countries are, as 
A Colonist" would have us, destitute of a free press—blessings 
of which Ave are now on the eve of making 800,000 fellow-men 
partakers ; to whom " A Colonist** would continue the curse of 
perpetual slavery. "A Colonist" has been too well trained not 
to know that there are such things as false facts ^ and, in some 
assumptiions of his, to which he would attach the qualities of a 
fad, falsehood, and nothing but falsehood is to be found :-~such 
for instance, (irt imitation of the Censor), as asserting ah assailant 
to be the party assailed ; and (far eclipsing his rival) complaining 
of unmerited attacks upon his own private character, whilst his 



being m this occasion the aggressoi*, is proved by tiie signature 
of hi« own mnw to thatjadt in thtj Aberdeen Journal of tlie 20tli 
July; and whilst pi'oofs of the utmost respect for his private cha- 
raetes', and still more of an unrfiseipved adnrSssioPi of his iinUvidunl 
kindness as a elave-owuer, has been manifested from tlio com- 
lYieucement of the cai^test to the pi'efsent moment. It pervades 
the pamphlet iii question throughout, wherever it could be intro« 
duced ; and the manifestation of a aimikr spirit is vaozt credit* 
able to the liberality of the (to the writer of this perfectly un- 
known) composer of the circular or sumFnary of the Aberdeen 
Anti. slavery Society, to be found in the upper paft of its 2d page. 
80 nnieh for FACts. As for argmnenUy A Colonist" need not 
go far for a specimen, having himself met with a puzzling plura- 
lity of thera in the Exposure of Arguments/' and had he not 
found them sosnpletely unanswerable, would have enabled him 
to produce something a little more to the purpose, than the notable 
advertisement of an Appendix," which, after all, he couid net 
venture to produce. In case liis nerves should he equal to ano- 
ther perusiftl of the said herein-enumerated- hut still nnansyvercd, 
facts and arguments, he is called upon to pay particular atten- 
tion to those which have for ever set at rest tlie <juestlon> fVhe- 
'^Hkcr the hearts &f colonists, generally , are or are not rendered caU 
I0U& and case'-lmrdened, in resjyect to their negro pofMlaiion, hf 
long familiarity with acts of crucUy and oppression ; and whether 
such familiarUtf has or has not a tendenci) to beget hi the human 
*^ 7nindf a species of epidemical delmion, of ivkick ike parties are 
*' altogeiher unconscious 9" Let not this return to what may be 
deemed an already eshaicsted subject be ascribed td a pertinacious 
motive. It results from such subsequent refections on what the 
former pamphlet urged thereon, as not only affords a decided as- 
surance of its correctness, but fully authorises the urginjr still 
farther, that to entertain any doubt about the proneness of man 
to abandon himself, iiiider suck cireimsiances] to the delusion 
contended fov. would be to display a complete ignorance of the 
principal effect wrought upon our common nature, by the trans- 
gression of him from whom we are all descended. 

Thus iinally terminating (on one side at least), a disputation 
■which was rendered necessary in order to shield ike came from 
ill effects it might otherwise have sustained from erroneous con- 
clusions respecting its advocate, the appointment of a day for the 
intended General Meeting, will be made a ground for some far« 
ther observations thereon. 

The extraordinary efforts made of late to draw the attention of 
the public to the subject of these pages has no doubt induced 
many persons to make themselves acquainted with the merits of 
the case, y/ho, before knew very little concerning it but w^hilst 
on the side of emancipation the communications of the press have 

B 
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been most, Tpliu33inpus« .^a/ief ^iU Jhe ^meMine ]mtk£pmdttciug,,0ie 
productions of ,^heir oppoiientsjie^ 

ject bat thatjwtbich one ,WQul4 expect j to finditbi^lnMnost, ipt^l 

upon, natee^ly, tbe irfiowiog ^kt^ th^y arie.iPa Avorkfj to &jdhm^ 

for tho.propriety of which, such coge^it ;i«a^^;[«reiadyaii0d^^ 

the other side. / Though the beneficial efiects lolf/cforiverting playes 

into free labourers, as con&mff(l md,esUh)hh&d^^ 

of planter^ in the Spanish and ;Partugue$6 ;SettJ^en^ 

well be ref(pi:red.to as evidences of theisafety^ &nd 4he lulyantagi^s 

attendant on^he pr«w:tice| still, as it sometimes hApp^sns^thiatineaT: 

sures which succeed greatly in lone situfition, jd(^:i^«»bi un%c^99eli 

irapediments to success, failjn; others,? it w^sj ©Pt titft id«clfc|oi: 

them to, withhold their conpurrehce |n so, radical ft chJJnge; oi^iyt* 

tem, until they.shpuld be enabled to, €^culate,3in caset!of 

on haying indemnification within f thci^^^ 

hesitation has bAwever beien :campj^t% Qv^eiriibmekneartyc 

years, but no.ftbatemei^t of theii; opposj^tipp haSifoUowfid. 

in the; month pf May, 1 82^3,. that Mr* tanning, ln;,tl|e( Hou^i 

Corampus, unequivocally stated that, theu quisjtid)* %ras> hb# 

" civil rights, moral improyementji and rgei^ej^:ihappinfe8S;arirjjtO 

be communicated tp soiiOver-poYering a^niultitude^^ 
. ''.with sfdTety to the lives,^^d\wc«!W(y,|oJfMi«^^ ihe wbiie 
.*« popuktion, our fellpw-subjecta ^nd Xellowi^it^^ 
stipulation, the House stands^ plddge^ oy^^ 
« iNG, that a fair and eqftUabh cormikr.a{ion:pfxu^Mlb^^ 

parlksjfOncermd" should;b0 attended to iii t^^ 
<3f the.eHMmcipatipu proposed; >ii We thus perceive that theijt assuiv 
ance : i* treiidered doubly gare^jibut still ithey jire as^ unbendingin 
their resistajxce, a^ they were Ifcfore this guarantee; wa^ afl^cirded 
. them ; and instead of rationally raccoutitfng for such a^cpnduct, 
their policy is to. direct the public l a^tentaon . toothings tneyibaye 
no right to interfere withr^such as the erroneous ;principles upon 
which the , Sierra Leone , Settlement is establishiBd tbei^idea- 
Tours of ^ast India speculatoiTS to rival! th«ai in/thfiL European 
Sugar? Market ; the perseverance , of those : who oppose : slavery 
upon religious grounds, and . wious other .matters iwhicli, hoii5« 
ever, they, as sugar-planters and owners, feel sore at, they have 
no TOore 'righi^^to object to, thiui any tradesman, mefchitoty.oarIina- 
nufactiirer, has to complain .af the rivaU that are everyoday! ^vt« 
. ing for a diare. of benefits . which others Jn;the: ,6am^^ eli- 
joying. . Each is doing his; .duty to himself,., and ; to ;tho^ who ire 
dependant upon him and the mail wjtioi oppbses jslavexy on r^i- 
gious grounds, is as much entitled to.do it, as^a protestaht is.in 
opposing -the. errprs of pppery^,; Another; causes of great. offence 
with them is, the way in which the enemies to slalvery are. proceed- 
ing ; .the maiji in wWch petitions are got up, ready, prepai«di sent 
through the country, and forced upon the public attentiouii with 
as muclVieartiestne8S, !as a travelling' tradesoaan soUdts x>rders. . 
If the parties pointed at consider themselves as doing what is 
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iniglit,^ the taoJre earnest 'they are in' theit ehdeavpurs; the tndre it 
is tcKtheir ^credit ^Thexj^e whieh^ pljmterifi ati^d their friends atf ' 
inprd{}erl3r^d^v6te'to koaJcingL^Back matter' df com-' 

pUun^risrould^be mnch^bettS^f^empibj^ m' tasking kiiown id' 
the gRNind dr pre^ee for ttir ^ntSnued' inveterate o|>po^tlbn to 
the canse^ protected aa th<^ now are fVotn alVrisk of inint^ to their ' 
propeW3r;?and twith aivery^fair prospect of ex'pcrienfcitig by their 
compltance^' as the Spanish mnd Portuguese Colcmists have'^one, ' 
veryt essential, advantages. ^ The -ntter want bE4nfcRs^[^-^=^^ 
head haa^ been a source of gr^at perplexitfi for >thbugh*bne ^way of 
accoimting for it - xhay be' found in the precieding lines ^of italics^ 
ih rpagefP^ it does ribt < fallow that a// 'tne ad^b>cates ^ slavery 
areih 80 humiliating a^tate, and for those who'^^e not; there Api«* 
pear^d a total /want of means to:account for their maintaining tlie' 
resistance they do, circumstanced as the^ npm are Whilst ti5p|Wesi' 
sed^ with this'difficulty, some l%ht seems to be thrown up^ the 
salject by the re-publication - of an article en the subject, of which, 
its partizans thought so highly, as to put it before the piiblic in 
a°way more favourable to anrea;<en«»;e pe thaii it experienced 
on;it8 ongirtalirippearanfce. jThe general contents of the airticle 
are herein < passed iby, ' as not immediately applicable to the point 
in viewit • ilt was addressed to the inhabitants of' a ^ town' in ^he 
northrof England^ at a time (last y^t), when they were prepar- 
ingjt as we are now, to hold a Genend Meetings to consider of 
aipetition'tofParUanaent.'; » ' . -r^.-?.-' or 

Considerable stress is therein laid upon Mr; Wilberforce's obser- 
vation tliat '5 the 6in of slavery is obviously a national otie, and the, 
eipilition mght to,be national ialso;" Having^^as it were triumi 
phahfly; proclaimed this admission of Mr. Wilberfoitre's as an au- 
thoirity which entitled Colonists td indemnification, its author takes 
no iioddeiof the guarantee given by the House of Cbnfmqns, but 
leaves his readers under an impression that the justice which even 
Mn Wilberforce conceded, had been withheld from them. That 
so solemn a pledge as is embodied in the before mentioned reso^ 
lution of a British House of Commons, should be held to be no- 
thing worth, is so utterly inadmissible, that the mind becomes 
anxiously devoted to the finding out to what strange conclusion 
so strange a commencement was intended to conduct us. < The 
foUowing paragraph wiU assist us under the diifHcnlty. 

It follows immediately after the above quotation, viz. :-i-That 
** the sin of slavery is obviously a national one, and the expiation 
" ought to .be national also.'* 

"Some pretend to grant the justice of this mode of reasoning, 
« but at the same time say, let us do the deed, and, if afterwards 
" you can make out a case of private injury sustained by it, you 
- " shall.be heard. ; Pardon me, my good Sierra Leone friend, this 
" ought not to satisfy me, or any one. It is not done in any 
. " other case, and if it be denied in^Atf. it can be for no other rea- 
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'< ton tfasiQ the mgtniii^ ^ ^ ^Jw^fithkk^^i^ 
"at tii&^coiicluct of FmtUmimttipfmmry '^^ 
"act is propdse4 or an altaration in an old one. iHxmisvtf t^ 
'^imreot the b^efit to thef pibWa mj them Is m waahtf 'm 
the iMiit of government and a jeumia^ onr^ part of -inaim 
*^Sximi thai ample eoakpenaition shall he granted where privale - 
*' injurir is stistained. This compensation is idwafs settled and 
" titts^eA bepare the u^ury u donis i: espeda&f wi^re ihe injarf 
IS direet ^nd palpable. An fingUalissffi does hot like to hare 
''his honse l^hoeked about his ears in the first instance/ in order 
" to ^lden or beautify a streety and to be told' at the same time, 
" that if he feels himself injured he^maif make oui a oase^ fimd 
*' trust to the public fai^ for redtess. Yet this is wanii^ of ^ou 
"m the presents bceaaon^ and it is for this yon are called ;to« 
*'gethCT.^''' ■■ ' " ' 

Here the mystery is 'sdired. As in a case which occupied a 
good deal of stammering and stuttering and humming and hfnr» 
ing, ftom the shame that is felt and the ccmsequent reluctance to 
speak out ; so here we have ho want of circumlocution and ;pia« 
terials for inference, with a guarded avoidance of the plain £ng« 
lish whereby we shouUl get at once at what the wrxt^ means. 
His ainbiguities amount to thi8,«^that haviiig by mismanagement 
so essentmly despoiled their property, as to be unable to carry on 
their 'conca'nt at all, without a y^ly supply of a miiyon and s 
half sterling, to which all tiie people of £n|^d^^Sc8tland/ and 
Ireland; are made to Contribute ; naving been idle spectators of 
the i^urity and advantages which the Spannh and Portuguese 
Colonists haVo obtained by making their slaves £ree, whilst; fthe 
want of that blessing among their own bondsmen^ exposes Bridsh 
pl&nters to the dread <^ insurrecddns and massacro; they find 
themselves in possession of a property the most degrading and' 
the mOst dangerous to the holder, and foresee fJie unrestraint 
able progress of new rivals in their trade, which cannot fail to 
render their present situation distressing in the extieme, ^d 
their prospects infinitely more so; that although the guarantee of 
the Britii^ House of Commons leaves them without pretence 
for resisting any longer the manumission which it had been well 
for them to have effected twenty years ago, it remained to be seen 
if by a long pull, and a strong pull, and a pull altogether,** they 
might not be able to make their opposition, (though destitute of 
any reasonable plea for opposing) so annc^'ing, and its intmup« 
ticn to the impatience of reformers so galling, as to enable them 
to get rid of their bankrupt 'concern altogether, by a transfer of 
their interest; looking, no doubt, to the faciUty with which a 
Board of Commissioners might be appointed to take charge of it; 
and the equal facility with which a finance committee could ar- 
range the mode of liquidation. In their own willingness to treat 
upon any terms/ and to sell at almost any price^ ti^y might not 
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itihsficmad but^mkttihm^^^^M^ conduct « joefins of |udU 
mdng «at& ft ^^^^ ^ 

iis^ i^e maamsaxDm^ ofi their! i^ea^ ^Ti^acilam UiAVQW^JT 
gvoimded oii jt»om|^tions which ar» aol 4;a|i«!bik of biln^ 
tuned*: I Tih»ie(m\ma<m-m made to «{m»g fim preim««»i» w|4c1i 
axe^motoflriou^jr^ &lm^ The fint > a^mp^on ia than %Uie raea- 
Sara proposed will be injurum to the C^onutte, whtcbf fiir im* 
sons above stated, la in dirept oppositum. to the evident of <9?qpe« 
mnce^^^vuei;e?eCi«imiiar measures have beefi ado|»ted^ , It f^ys« 
mtha^eKence tol^ ptaetlce of Bai^iaiiiei:^ in mnular caie^j(atiU 
assmoisg that the ifiw system be jt«^Hoi» Jo the |»r<^rty) 
that ^fcompens&tioii is-always settled 'mi^ arraiig^^ b^iirg thf •»« 
jtfy^ i» dotui, especially where the injnry: is direct and paipeJ^e.'* 
Withoiit dw^ng on the direct axid pidpfd>Ie mi^ 
sQggesttoD';^ It. is sufficient to stiste that the entire records of Par* 
liament'*>rbuld not a£brdta more prompt evldenes of Its devioticKi 
to any object^; than ^ the Houne of ^ Commons did to that secnr<« 
ing to Uie colopistsjttheindemhiScatsbn in ^uestionu by lts reso« 
lutum of the i5tb May^r 1828, : Admitting for a room^t> so un* 
iifcely^ a thing lis^ that , the ^emancipation intended might prove 
injurious, even the Iccaitemplation of ^Aa<im|Hrol»ble tesult^ 
csL •»l^^p;^nce.< it taay be Asked, <^ it be insinuated that in 
this case compensa^on is ito^ f< settled and arranged It I 
no meaning' in, no dependance to be placed upon a resdutioii of 
the British House of Commons? The English law. does not leave 
it iii the will of a refractory individual to keep his house stai^ing^ 
if he: is so destitute English feeing, as to make it an obstaoe 
to the accianplishment of ^a public ^od;; buf, without putting 
into his hands a sum of money equal to the .value .of his pr<qperty* 
be^e deiermming upon the measure^ he is ^ot even co»»it«a»n>^ 
tvUh -uymi it ;> he is, as an inevitable consequence^ in asitua« 
tion to cbmplain, and the law is as ready to redress him, as he to 
claim redress. Equally so has ^ government and the legisla- 
ture' manifested its readiness to, redress the planters, in case they 
should have any daim to redress. The al^nrdiQr of their argu- 
ment is upon a par with the falsehood of the assumption cm 
which it TeBt», and in every sentence of the disclosure, the advo- 
cate betrays a consciousness of the impossibility of giiduig to 
^ esse, composed of such materials, any of the plausibili^ which 
is necessary to interest our sympathy, or of the truth which is 
essential to the concurrence of our reason. The circunistances 
connected with the pressing npon the public attention the «tide 
where the above paragraph is extracted, are such as show it to be 
of no common estimation with the colonial party. The v^de 
chosen for its republication, is the London John Bull, (of the 18th 
' Dec.)^ a paper notoriously devoted to thek causOi It is introduced 



to notice by a gcntlemaii of no ordisifii'y rank in society ; and it9 
weight augmented by that gentleman s authori8in«( the prodac- 
tioii of his introductory letter, with his ntuno and address. He 
tella ns he is the owner of a thousand siavcs, and if hif vehwuxucc 
should result from a deep-rooted aii/s:iety to perpetuate tlie privi- 
hivv.s of the white wkin, lot us only figure to ourselves how unuch 
1 s sovereif^nty over ho rnany fellov/^creatures exceeds th-at of 
George the Fourth over any one of his hundred millions of sub- 
jects, considering at the same tinic;, nian's natural proneness to 
abuse as well as to use the power Isc popwesses, and to see in the 
abuse as well as the exercise, a source of enjoyment peculiar to 
the station he occupies ; we shall then be at no loss to account for 
the deplorable effects produced by such a combination of causes. 
Wo iUu:-' become acquainted with t?»o ways of accounting for the 
opposition given to the termination of slavery, in the British do- 
minions, neither of which are the parties inclined to sanction by 
an open and unqualified avowal. Unless they can state some 
other, iiitherto concealed, motives, for the resistance they main- 
tain, the public can come to no other conclusion than that they 
are influenced by one or other of these two inducements ; and the 
little respect to which cither or both of them are entitled, it 
would be very superfluous to point out. It has been already ob- 
served, that the simple object of emancipation, on the mere merits 
of substituting freedom for slavery, forrns of itself sufficient 
ground to act upon, without seeking for additional aggravations 
in the alleged ilUtreatment of the slaves. Nothing can be more 
true. Jt, at the same time, is not thence to be inferred, that no- 
torious and confirmed as the cruelties now are, the)'- should be 
disren-arded. On the contrary, it is incumbent on us to avail our- 
selves of the stimulus they constitute to impel us to a more ani- 
mated exertion, for abridging the period of their sufferings as 
much as is consistent with "the well-being of the slaves, the 
safety of the colonists, and with a fair and equitable considera- 
" tion of the interests of all parties concerned therein." It, of 
course, %vill be the business of Parliament to arrange these matters 
in de«;ail ; but it is ih: duty of petitioners to urge for their more 
particular attention such points as appear to claim particular 
regard. 

Before finally closing these observations respecting petitions to 
Parliament, it may not be improper to remark upon a curious 
conceit of those enemies to the Anti-Slavery cause, who treat, 
with no small levity, what they call the attempt to prove by the 
numerous petitions that the people are in favour of the proposed 
reform. Without so unnecessary a waste of time as would be 
chargeable on demonstrating so obvious a truth as that the attempt 
is eminently successful, there is no passing by in silence their 
presumption tliat entire communities are influenced to address 
the legislature on a subject to v/hich they are reconciled only, not 
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by the real merits of the case, but by tlio artifjcej; and jnavMgo . 
uTieni «f a Het of tricksters sprinkled on the face of the cotuitry, 
to sv.ihicii the people mio a coiulnct they wouki otherwise be 
uvor.se to. Now, it so JiappcuSj, that we have a«umg ourselves a 
DO very inadequate instance of the little elfect produced by any, 
or by ail the artilices that can be tried to make those who ought 
t<> judge for tliemselves, surrender tlieir powers of deciding i<v 
the dictates of others. We have been debating and disputing^ 
and harassing each other in every possible way, from the inlro- 
duction of the subject to our attentioji ten months ago ; we even, 
yet reserve to ourselves the independence of unsettled opinion, 
and many of us probably shall do so till the General Meeting 
takes place. We have actually written ourselves out of the news- 
papers, and are obliged to resort to other means for the purpose 
of putting forth a few last words. Another point to be noticed 
is the eftVontery of trying to persuade those wiio have not yet {)e- 
titioned, that by making themselves parties to the views of indi- 
viduals who are bent upon ?;hc ruin and destruction of the colo- 
nists, they are not only about to disturb the comforts and enjoy- 
ments of the most contented and the happiest people upon earfh, 
(meaning the slaves), but they are resigning themselves as instru- 
ifnents to the making white appear black. That we are impressing 
Parliament with so absurd a persuasion as that lawgivers M the 
distance of so many thousand miles, who are obliged, to act upoii 
the deceptions reports of interested evidences, Jive better judges 
of what ought to be done, and what ought to be avoided, than the 
local authorities with every other advantage, besides that of wifc^ 
nessing on the spot, in their own persons, tine reality ot the false- 
hood of assertions as contradictory as light and .darkness. • Very 
specious indeed ! but not at .i' aifecting tlie simple question of 
slavery or no slavery, which, as far as the opinion of Parliament 
is concerned, lias been decidedly settled by the House of Com- 
raons, nearly three years ago. 

The cruelties of the slave iradc, or forcible conveyance of ne- 
groes, from the coast of Africa to the West Indies, were as ob- 
stinately denied, as more recently have been those of the Colonial 
system of slavery there ; but the accuiiiuiation of evidences to 
the truth of the alleged barbarities became irresistible in the for- 
mer case, as it now is in the latter; and to tfie cause of humanitv 
every thing gave way. Eighteen years of criminal misrepresen- 
tation on the one hand, and culpable credulity on the other, have 
since elapsed in respect to the £jjskm ; but truth, v- hieh never 
fails ultimately to triumph, has dissipated the intellectual niist in 
which we liave been enveloped ; and the late ofiicial reports of 
the Fiscal of Berbice, printed by order of the House o^ Com- 
mons, and circulated throughout the empire, have confirmed the 
certainty, and the shocking extent to which the cruelties of the 
sytem are carried on, with a rigour surpassing all former represen- 
tations, though, up to the present moment, they are denied by the 



delmkd anil mterfcated: justas lbrmerly, the hotmm in the slave 
tmdc were coiiti*adict«cl eo long m there remained the reniofcest 
pi-obability of thereby defeating the elForts of the humane. But 
the eyes of the peoj^le of the united kingdom at-e open they 
scarcely need now be told that 

" Aitioag tho manifoM atiU to which man h liable, thw is not on© mora ox- 
**t©n8i«dy prodactlYie of wretchetliicss, than personal SLAViiftV ; that it inilictij 
*< on the unhappy jRubjtct of it almost every injury which law, even in its ruil- 
"c'jt stote, was intenaed to prewnt. Xs property ari object of solicitudo? The 
« slave, gerierany apeftking, can neitlicp acquire, nor securely enjoy it. Is ax- 
" cmption frora perftonal t^png indispensiWe, to comiTon? The slave is liable to 
« indignity and insult, to mtriiint and punishment, »t the me*® caprice^ of ano*- 
«< ther. He may bo haraRsed sknd rendered miserable, ii> a thopsnnd T,s»ay^ which 
« so far frons admitting of ptf^, that would be reqiiisite to ol^nai legal redress, 
« (even where any legal reoiress is oatcnsibly provided), can perhaps with difit- 
*' culiiy be distinguished ffbm such exercise of a minsterV powi^r as admits of no 
"regulation or control. Even life itself, may, with in)|iuuSty be wantonly 
« sported with j it ffltiay be abridged by insufficient sustenance } if may be waited 
" by excessive labour s nay, it may be sacrificed by brutai violence, wjithout any 
"proportionate risk of adequate punishments In short, the slave can. have no 
*' security for property, comfort, or life, because he himself is not kis. oiun / - he 
" belongs to another, who, with or without the oiler of a reason br pretentife, can 
<' at once separate all frftm him, and him frotn oJl which gives ▼aiue to eisisiencci" 

« From this source of slaftry, flows every spedes 0 personal sefffeVing and 
♦'asorgtl degradation, wntilits ?»t;etehfed victini i^ sut^k almosi to the lefpel pf tlte 
" brute*"— the exultation proiduced b^ the victory over the Slave Tradey it 
«* wees too readily fcelieved, tliat the Cototii^l tlavery^ which had been fed by the 
" «r«rfe, would undergo a gra&ai, BUI FSpla tftiiigaiiofi, nlisif It Batf c^datd to 
«* reproacti our free insUtutiolas, and our Christian profession ; and vras no longer 
«*^knft«'a but «Mi B foul feltot in our past his(wwy., It w8!» th^ hope; Joined to a 
^« liberal confiddm:«i in the enlarged and benevolent pi?rposs3 of tho Colonial prd- 

pri«taryji whi<;!h preventEd tho immediate prosecution of such further parlia- 
<« nientary measures as should have at ones placed the unliappy slave under the 

protection of the law ; and have prepared the way for his restoration to those 

sacred and inalienable rights of humanity, of ^vhich he had been unjustly dis~ 
^< possessed . But if, as is the fact, those hopes have proved illusory, and have 

enly served to render the disappt>intraent mora bitter and. mortifying j shall 
** the friends of the African race be now reproached for waiting no Imgevy when 
** the real grow\d.of reproach is, that the>f should have waitefi so long ! They place 

themselves then on the immoveable ground of Christian principle, while they 
«« invoki the interference of Parliament to effect the immediate mitigation, with 

sfiew to the gradual and Jinal extinclion, in all parts of the British dominions, 
** of a system which is at war witJi every principle of religion and morality, and 
** outrages every benevolent feeling ; assured that the same spirit of justice and 
" humanity which has already achieved so signal a victory over the Slave TradCf 
« will again display itself in all its energy, nor relax its efforts until it shall ha'^e 
«*-i:onsummated its triumphs." 

By accounts just arrived, we learn that our delay has already 
lost ws the pre-eminent station of being the first among the natioHs 
to t«nninate slavery; and that great Britain already has its 
rasik in the rear of BRAZIL a people whose existence as an 

independent state is not yet one year old ! ! ! Let «s gu^ird against 

being thrust still lower, when we Qtight to have stood highest. 
Ahsrdwi, lUh Janmri/y 1826. 
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